[Case of epidural hematoma developed after extraction of the epidural catheter and heparin injection in a patient with pulmonary embolism after colectomy].
A 65-year-old man underwent transversal colectomy for colon cancer under combined epidural and general anesthesia. On the 1st postoperative day, he developed consciousness loss and low SpO2 (< 90%) after walking, and pulmonary embolism was diagnosed by CT-scan and pulmonary scintigraphy. His consciousness and hemodynamic state recovered, and anticoagulation therapy was started after extraction of the epidural catheter. Heparin 5000 units was injected and continuous injection was started. Five hours after the extraction of the catheter, he developed paraplegia and analgesia below L1, and epidural hematoma was found with magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). Emergent laminectomy was performed and the hematoma was removed. The day after laminectomy, injection of heparin was started and 1 g x day(-1) of methylpredonisolone administered for 3 days. His paraplegia did not improve after the laminectomy. We discussed about pulmonary embolism and epidural hematoma.